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Fusion of the Thyroid Glands in a Dog.-TOM HARE. A fusion of the thyroid glands was found at the post-mortem examination of a male bull-dog, aged 21 years, which died from acute septic peritonitis following perforation of a chronic ulcer on the posterior surface of the fundus of the stomach.
The fused organ in shape somewhat resembled a kidney, and extended from the fourth tracheal ring to the anterior border of the first pair of ribs. The greater part of the fused glanad lay to the left of the midline of the trachea, which was slightly curved with the ioncavity to the left. An artery entered the anterior or concave border of the gland, and two posterior branches, one from each carotid, entered the posterior or convex border (see fig.) . Corresponding veins drained into each jugular vein.
Only a single parathyroid gland was evident macroscopically as a flattened oval body, 0*5 by 0 4 cm., attached by a short pedicle to the anterior extremity of the organ. Histologically, the organ revealed the structure of normal active thyroid gland of a young adult dog.
No record of this abnormality in the dog has been found in the literature.
Tuberculosis in a Blackbird (Turdus merula).-Tom HARE.
I am indebted to Mr. Paton, a student of the Royal Veterinary College, for giving me the body of a hen blackbird which had been caught and killed by his cat. For several months the bird had flown daily into his garden from a poultry farm next door, and for the past four weeks he had observed a progressively enlarging lump on the left side of the bird's face.
